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hitting their own men. Under the sabres of my troopers the
defenders of the camp fled in disorder towards the tete cle
pont] but the garrison entrusted with the defence of that
work consisted of newly enlisted soldiers, who, fearing to see
us enter with their comrades, closed the gates in a hurry,
compelling the fugitives to make for the bridge of boats in
order to reach the other bank and take shelter in the town.
This bridge had no rail, the boats were unsteady, the river
wide and deep, and on the other side I saw the garrison
making ready to close the gates. To advance further seemed
to me madness, so, thinking that the regiment had done
enough, I halted it. Just then the marshal came up, crying-
< Brave 23rd! do as you did at Wilkomir : cross the bridgey
force the gates, and capture the town/ In vain did General
Laurencez try to make him see that the difficulty here was
much greater, and that a cavalry regiment could not attack a
fortress, however badly guarded^ if to get there it had to cross
a bad bridge of boats two abreast. The marshal was obstinate.
He said they would profit by the enemy's disorder and fright,
and ordered me afresh to march on the town. I obeyed; but
I had scarcely reached the first compartment of the bridge
with my leading section, at the head of which I had felt
bound in honour to place myself, when the garrison, having
succeeded in closing the gate towards the river, appeared on
the top of the ramparts and opened fire upon us. The narrow
front which we presented offering but a small mark to un-
practised soldiers, the fire caused us much less loss than I
should have expected. But when the defenders of the tete de
pont heard the fortress firing on us they recovered from their
scare and began themselves to take a hand in the game,
Seeing the 23rd thus placed between two fires, and unable to
advance beyond the near end of the shaky bridge, Marshal
Oudinot sent me the order to retire. The wide spaces which.
I had left between my sections allowed them to wheel round
without too much disorder,yet two men and their horses fell into
the river and were drowned. To regain the left bank we had to-
pass again under the ramparts of the tete depont, and were again
received with a rolling fire, which, very fortunately, proceeded                                                                 Qtry were annulled and the king-
